October 30, 2006


Dear Friends,

We’re about a week away from one of the most important elections in recent history, so I am urging you to get out on Tuesday, November 7th and vote. This planet needs elected officials that can rise above their own self-interest and begin moving quickly to address climate change – at all levels of government.

There’s a reason why voter turn-out, regardless of the outcome, has important consequences for all of us. The folks who study voting results are always very interested in voter demographics. They are able to correlate the number of voters in any given precinct to income levels, race, age, family composition, religious affiliation, and all the other types of data that are collected on us from census data and other sources. According to the Pew Research Center (http://people-press.org/reports/display.php3?ReportID=292) a 50+ married white male with a college degree is the most likely voter. The other extreme is young people (18-29) who vote at about half the rate of the voter cited above. Any wonder why politics is the way it is – you play to your audience.   

Vote and your voice is heard. Don’t vote and you and your concerns are ignored. As simple as that – so get out and vote on November 7th!

For those who haven’t read the California ballot guide closely, I’d like to make several recommendations for local/State candidates and propositions that will have a positive impact on climate change. If I don’t mention a person or measure in your region that is relevant to this issue, it’s because I’m unaware of them.

Federal

House of Representatives (California)

District 11 - Jerry McNerney (replacing incumbent – Pombo)

State

11th Assembly District – Mark DeSaulnier

Yes on 1A - Transportation Funding Protection 

Yes on 84 - Water and Parks Bond

Yes on 87 - Alternative Energy Research, Production, & Incentives

No on 90 - Government Acquisition, Regulation of Private Property

Alameda/Contra Costa Counties

A.C. Transit, At-large - Rebecca Kaplan

East Bay Regional Parks, Ward 1 - Nancy Skinner

Berkeley

Mayor Tom Bates has been the best elected official on climate change in the East Bay.

Yes on Measure G - Greenhouse Gas Emissions





Opening at Regal Cinemas around the country on November 3rd. Don't miss it! Check the link for a theater near you!
Narrated by Alanis Morissette and Keanu Reeves, The Great Warming is a dramatic film about climate change that sweeps around the world to reveal how a changing climate is affecting the lives of people everywhere.  It has been called "the best film about global warming ever shot”, and taps into the growing groundswell of public interest in this topic to present an emotional, accurate picture of our children's planet.

The Great Warming includes hard-hitting comments from scientists and opinion-makers about America’s lack of leadership in what is certainly the most critical environmental issue of the 21st century, as well as new scenes documenting the emerging voice of the American Evangelical community urging action on climate change.

*************************************************************************************************************

Just out today (October 30) the British government report entitled: Stern Review on the Economics of Climate Change, the most comprehensive description of what the international community must start achieving now to begin to seriously address climate change. Read the latest scientific evidence on which the Report is based, the economic impacts of climate change, and what type of actions government must undertake to address it. Reading this Report won’t be everyone’s “cup of tea” but it drives home the point that waiting to take action will have significant economic impacts that may overwhelm our capacity to respond. The message for all of us is that we must all take action now – and no action is too small. No action is insignificant.

Read Tony Juniper’s (Friends of the Earth) analysis of the Report written for a lay audience.

************************************************************************************************************************

And, finally,  if you get the urge to help us pay the rent and phone bill, you can do so here: 


  or send a check payable to Sequoia Foundation/KyotoUSA,  2166 Avenida de la Playa, Suite D, La Jolla, CA 92037. We could actually really use your help – we are an all volunteer organization that relies on the generosity of those who are concerned about climate change to keep the (low impact) lights on! All donations great or small are welcome. Thanks!

Tom 

If you know someone who’d like to receive these occasional messages (or if you’d like to be removed from the distribution list), please let me know. 

P.S.  Visit KyotoUSA’s “upcoming events” page for a list of events occurring near you. Let us know if you’d like us to publicize an activity related to climate change and we’ll post it.

